anger and wrath
of God. But His
strict waming

of judgrment
against $in is

meant 1o lead us |

to repentance.

God wants to
ice and

mercy lo sinners
so that we may
believe and recene
forgiveness. C?:prlst
willingly receivied
the wrath of

Gnd for all sin in
ace when

ied on the

r_ru‘ss He dldﬂ'lis :

so that, fike the
nrf:-&igar 01, we

rray know our :

heavenhy Father's
eternal embrace of
carmfort (see Luke
15:11-22).

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Dlu;l Testarmnent Reading: Izaiah 1.2:1-6

You will say in that day:
1 will give thanks to you, £ Lorn,
tor though you were angry with me,

your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.

*Brhold, God is my salvation;
T will trust, amc will ot be afraid;
for the Torn Gon is my strength and my

SONE,
and he has become my salvalion.”

(B

VOWih Joy you will deaw water from the wells
of sdvatios, "And you will 2y In that day:

"Lrive thanks 1o e Lorn,
call upom nis name,

make known his deeds amony, the peoples,
proclalm that his name is exalted.

*  “Sing praiscs to the Loar, for he has done
gloricneshy;
let this be made known in all the earth.
% Shoat, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of
Jion,
for great inoyour midst is the Holy One
of Tsrael,”

Epistie: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

hran now on, therefore, we regasd 0o
one acoonding to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Chrisl acconding to the flesh, we
regard him thus no longes, “Theefore, if any-
one is in Christ, he 3% 8 new ceealion, The old
has passed away; behold, the oew has come,
AL this is from God, who through Chedst pec-
oncited us to hims2lf and gave us the ministry
of reconeciliation; fthat is, in Cheist God was
reconciling the world to himsell, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entnasting o
us the message of reconciliation, “Therefore,
we ape ambassadaors for Clirese, God making bis
appeal theough us, We Implore vou on behalf
of Chrise, be reconcied (o God. “For our sake
he made him to be sin who knew oo sin, so
that In him we might become the dghleous-
ness of God.

Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

TNow the tax collectors and sinners were
all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. *And the
Pharisees and the scribes grumbleod, saving,
“This man receives sinners and eats with
them."

%o he told them this parable: . .,

L= Tepe wras A man who had two sons, A

the younger of them satd to his father, ‘Father,
give me the share of properly that s coming
to meS And he divided his propecly belween
them. “*Not many days later, the younger son
gatherad all he had and took a journcy into a
far counlry, and here he squandersd his prop-
orty inm reckdess living, YaAnd when he bad spent
everything, a severe famine arose in that coun-
try, and he began to be in necd. 50 he went
and hired himsell out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. “And he was longing to be fed with
the pods that the pigs ate, and oo one gavie bim
anything,

el when be came Lo himself, he said,
Thow ooy oF my father's hiced servants have
maore than cnough bread, but | perish here
with hunger! *T will arisc and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Tather, T have sinned
against heaven and beloge you. T am no lon-
ger worthy to be clled your son. Treat me as
one of your hired servants.”” ®And he arose
and came to his father, But while he was still
a long wav off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and pn and embraced him and
kissad hire, 2ATd thie som said o bim, Tather,
I Bave sinned against heaven and belore you.
[ am no longer worthy o he called your son.’
20ul the [ather sald o his servants, "Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and

a ting om his hand, amd shoes on his feet.
ZAnd bring the fattened calf and kill it, and
let us eal and celebrate. **For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was Lost, aral is
fourid.” Anul they Degan Lo celebrate.

2o fiis alder son was in the field, and as
he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. **And he called one of the
servants and asked what these things meant.
Hand he said o him, Your brother has come,
and vour father has killed the fartened calf,
because be has peceived him back safe and
sound.” @Hut he was angery and relused o go
in. His father came ot and eotreated bion,
®hul he answered his father, ‘Look, these
many years | have served you, and 1 newver
disobeyed your comrmand, vl you never gave
me a young zoat, that 1 might celebrate with
my friends. *But when this son of Yours came,
who has devoured your property with pros-
titutes, you killed the fattencd calf for him!*
Aand he said to him, "Son, you are always
with me, ard all that 5 mine 15 yours, 200 was
fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your
Lrother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
anul i3 found,™
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