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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
March 30, 2025 

Divine Service Setting Four 

Prelude 

Invocation 

P          In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C         Amen. 
 
P          Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C         who made heaven and earth. 
 
P          If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C         But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
P          Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
C         Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 
 
P          Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C         Amen. 

Kyrie 

C         Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P          The Lord be with you. 
C         And also with You.  
 
 
P          Let us pray… one God, now and forever. 
C         Amen. 

Old Testament               Isaiah 12:1-6      
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L          This is the Word of the Lord. 
C         Thanks be to God. 

Epistle          2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

L          This is the Word of the Lord. 
C         Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel    Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (The Prodigal Son) 

P          The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th chapter. 
C         Glory to You, O Lord. 

(The Gospel is read.) 

P          This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C         Praise to You, O Christ. 

Creed Nicene Creed 

C         I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Hymn #423  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary  

1          Jesus, refuge of the weary, 
Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life's desert dreary, 
Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended, 
Gazed upon the sinner's fall; 
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Yet upon the cross extended, 
You have borne the pain of all. 
 
2          Do we pass that cross unheeding, 
Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 
See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 
Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what Your grace hath taught us 

Calms the sinner's deep distress. 
 
3          Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning 

To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never 

From the blessed Savior's side, 
Graven in our hearts forever, 
Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

Sermon 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 

  Service of the Sacrament   

Preface 

P          The Lord be with you. 
C         And also with you. 
 
 
P          Lift up your hearts. 
C         We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P          Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C         It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P          It is truly good, right, and salutary ... we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

Sanctus 
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C         Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;  
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Lent) 

P          Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 
given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life. 
 
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, 
in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute.  We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared 
not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. As we eat and drink His 
body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 

C         Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

Pax Domini 

P          The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C         Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

1          O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
2          O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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Distribution 

(after all have received the Sacrament) 

Dismissal 

P          The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting.  Depart  in peace. 
C         Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle Nunc Dimittis 

1          O Lord, now let Your servant 
Depart in heav’nly peace, 
For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: 
A light to lead the Gentiles 

Unto Your holy hill, 
The glory of Your people, 
Your chosen Israel. 
 
2          All glory to the Father, 
All glory to the Son, 
All glory to the Spirit, 
Forever Three in One; 
For as in the beginning, 
Is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding 
Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Collect 

A         Let us pray… one God, now and forever. 
C         Amen. 

Benedicamus 

A         Let us bless the Lord. 
C         Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 

P          The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and    give you peace. 
C         Amen. 
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Hymn #543    What Wondrous Love Is This 

1          What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
2          When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down 

Beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
3          To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, 
Who is the great I AM. 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing. 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4          And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free, 
I'll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
And through eternity I'll sing on. 

Postlude 


