SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Old Testament Reading:
Genesis 45:3-15

*oseph sald to his beothers, “1 am Joseph!
Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could
not answer him, for they were dismaved at his
preseTIoE,

50 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near
to me, please.” And thév came near. And he
said, “T am your brother, Joseph, whom you
sold into Egypt. SAnd now do not be distressed
or angry with yoursehres because vou sold me
here, for God sent me before you to preserve
life. SFor the famine has been in the land these
twe years, and there are vet five years in which
there will be meillver plowing nor harvest. 7And
(od sent me hefore you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive fof vou
many survivors. 850 it was not you who sanl
me here, but God. He has made me a father
to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and muler
over all the land of Egypt. ¥llumry and go up
to my father and sav to him, “Thus
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egvpt.
Come down to me; do not tarry. XYou shall
dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be
rear e, you and your children and your chil-
dren’s children, and vour [ocks, vour herds,
and all that you have, UThere | will provide
tor you, for there are vet five years of [amine Lo
Come, so that you and your household, and all
that you have, do not come to poverty.” 12And
now your eyes see, and the eves of my brother
Benjamin see, that it Is my mouth that speaks
ta you. 3¥ou must tell my father of all my
honor in Epypt, and of all that you have seen.
Hurry and bring my father down here,”14Then
he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and
wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck, 2and
bve Bissed all his brothers and wept upon them.
After Uthat his brothers talked with him.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 3042

MFor a5 bv a man carme death, by a man has
come also the resurrection of the dead. ZFor
a5 in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alise. 2But each in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ, #Then comes the end, when
he delivers the kingdom 1o God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authorlty and
power. 2For he must relgn until he has put all
his enemiles under his feet, 26The Last enemy to
be destroved i3 death. . ..

MWhy am | in danger every hour? 211 pro-
test, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have
in Christ Jesus our Lord, T die overy day! 3What
deo I gain if, humanly speaking, T fought with
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beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised,
“Let us eat and drnk, for tomorrow we die.”
B not be deceived: “Bad company ruins
good morals.” 3#¥Wake op from your drunken
stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning.
For some have no knowledge of God, [ say this
to your shame,

¥Whut someons will ask, “How are the dead
raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
WYou foolish person! What you sow does not
come to life unless it dies. 37And what vou sow
is not the body that is 1o be, but a bare ker-
ncl, perhaps of wheat or of some othér grain.
MAur God gives it a body as he has chosen,
and o each kind of seed s own body. ®For
not all flesh Is the same, but there is one kind
for humans, ancther for animals, another for
birds, and another for fish. 90There are heav-
enly bodies and carthly bodics, but the glory
of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of
the carthly is of another. #1'There is one glory
of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and
anciher glory of the stars; for star differs from
star in glory.

1254 i% it with the resurrection of the dead.
What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable.

Holy Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

Jesus said] “But 1 say to you who hear,
Lowe vour enerndes, Ao pood to those who hate
yo, 28bless those who carse you, pray for those
who abuse you. 2¥To one who strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from one who
takes away vour cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. *Give to everyone who begs from
you, and from one wha takes away vour goods
do not demand them back. 31And as vou wish
that others would do to vow, dio 5o to them,

2% you love those who love you, what ben-
eflt is that to vou? For even sinners love those
whr ove theom, Aod if vou do pood to those
who do good te you, what benefit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. #And if you
lend to those from whom you expect to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinniers, to get back the same amount, 3Bt
love yvour enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and your reward
will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High, for he Is kind to the ungrateful and the
evil. 3he merciful, even as vour Father is merd-
ful.

M udge not, and you will not be judged;
oot modk, ared vou will mat Be condemned;
torgive, and you will be forgiven; ¥give, and
it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running ower, will be
put into your lap. For with the measure you use
it will be measured hack 1o you.”
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