TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Old Testament Reading:
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20

"WHe who loves money will not be satisfied
with meney, nor he who loves wealth with
his income; this also is vanity. "'When goods
increase, they increase who eat them, and
what advantage has their owner but to see
thern with his eyves? 5wect is the sleep of a
laborer, whether he eats Llittle or much, but
the full stomach of the rich will not et him
sleap.

UThere is a grievous evil thar I have seen
under the sun: riches were kept by their
owner to his hurt, ¥and those dches were lost
in a bad venture, And he is ther of 2 300,
but hie has pothing in his hand. "As he came
from his mother’s womb he shall go again,
naked as he came, and shall take nothing for
his toil that he may carmy away in his hand.
“This also is a grievous ovil: just as he came,
so shall he go, and what gain is there to him
who Loils for the wind? "MMoreover, all his
davs he eats in darkness in much vexation
ard sickness and anger,

“Echold, what Thaveseen tobe goodand fit-
ting Is t0 ¢at and drink and find enjoyment
inn all the toil with which one toils under
the sun the few days of his lite that God
has given him, for this is his lot. ®Evervone
also to whom (God has given wealth and
possessions and power to enjov them, and
to accept his 1ot and rejoice in his toil-—this
is the gift of God. *For he will not much
remember the days of his life because God
keeps him occupied with joy in his heart

Epistle: Hebrews 4:1-13

'"Therefore, while the promise of entering
his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of
you should scem to have failed to reach it
*For good news came Lo us jusl as Lo them,
but the message they heard did not benefit
them, because they were not united by faith
with those who listened. For we who have
believed enter that rest, as be has said,

“As | swore in m¥ wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest,”™

although his works were finished from
the foundation of the world. ‘For e has
somewhere spoken of the seventh day in
this way: “And God rested om the seventh
day from all his works.” 2And again in this

passage he said,
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“They shall not enteér my rest.”

®Since therefore it remains for some to
enter it, and those who formerly received
the good news failed to enter because of
disobedience, Tagain he appoints a certain
day, “Today,” saying through David so long
afterward, in the words already quoted,

“Today, if vou hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts.”

¥For if Joshua had given them rest, God
would not have spoken of another day later
on, "50 then, there remains a Sabbath rest
for the people of God, "for whoever has
entered God's rest has also rested from his
wiorks as {rod did from his.

"Let us therefore strive to enter that
rest, so that no one may fall by the same
501t of disobedience. ™Tor the word of God
is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and
discerning the thoughts and intentions of
the heart. “And no creature 15 hidden [rom
his sight, but all are naked and exposed
to the eyes of him to whom we must give
accounlt,

Holy Gospel: Mark 10:23-31

“esus looked arcund and said to his
disciples, “How difficult it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of
God!™ *And the disciples were amazed at
his words. Bul Jesus said to them again,
T"Children, how difficult it is to enter the
kingdom of (God! =1t is easier for a camel
to go through the eve of a needle than for a
rich person to énter the Kiogdom of od."”
“And they were exceedingly astonished,
arel said o hirn, “Then who can be saved ™™
Flesus looked at themn and said, "With man
it Is Impossible, but ool with God. For all
things are possible with God.”™ *Peter began
to say to him, *See, we have left everyvthing
and followed you " *Jesus said, “Truly, I say
to vou, there is no one who has left house
or brothers or sisters o mother or father or
children or lands, for my sake and for the
rospel, *¥who will not receive a hundredfold
now in this lime, houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands,
with persecutions, and in the age to come
eternal life. #But many who are first will be
last, and the last frst.”

{Proger 24) Owctoher 20, 124



