
Zion Lutheran Church                                          July 4 & 5, 2026                                             Page 1 of 1 

Old Testament Reading: 1 Samuel 2:6-10 

   6 The Lord kills and brings to life; 

    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 

    he brings low and he exalts. 

8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 

    he lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes 

    and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 

    and on them he has set the world. 

9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 

    but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 

    for not by might shall a man prevail. 

10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; 

    against them he will thunder in heaven. 

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 

    he will give strength to his king 

    and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 

 

Second Reading: Romans 13:1-10 

      13 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 

those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 

Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 

for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For 

he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 

subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay 

taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes 

to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom 

honor is owed. 

   8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” 

and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love 

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 12:13-17 

   13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14 And they 

came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone's opinion. For you are 

not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we 

pay them, or should we not?” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring 

me a denarius and let me look at it.” 16 And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness and 

inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar's.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” And they marveled at him. 


