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Welcome 

Welcome to all who have gathered to praise God today. May we worship with 

grateful hearts and reach out to one another in the love and fellowship of 

Christ. 

 Prayer Before Worship 

Keep our minds and spirits focused on you, O Lord, that we may not miss 

your message to us. Amen. 

The Altar Flowers 

The Altar Flowers are given by Chris and Janine Fagan in memory of John 

and Margaret Fagan, Al Hibbert, Robert A. and Reta Eber, and Robert M. 

Eber, Daniella Fagan. 

Eternal Light 

The Eternal Light is lit by Jan and Dale Kirby in memory of Dale’s father, 

John Kirby. 

Theme:      “The Swallowing of Death” 

   What is more difficult to believe: a fable about a man defeat-

ing a deadly dragon by eating it or a prophet’s prediction that 

the Creator God would defeat death itself by swallowing it? 

What does Isaiah, the prophet, mean by saying God “will 

swallow up death forever” (Isaiah 25:8)? Does God eat? 

    The mighty, eternal, creator God is life Himself and has no 

need for sustenance. In order to “swallow death,” God took on 

our human form. We die because of the corruption of sin. To 

“swallow death,” the incarnate Savior “ate,” or consumed, 

death by taking the sin of the world onto Himself on the cross 

of Calvary. Jesus did not die for Himself. Jesus died your 

death for your sin. So it is that when a sinner is baptized into 

Christ Jesus, he or she is “baptized into His death” (Romans 

6:3). Thereby, “you have died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). 

    Even with saving faith in Christ, we still have Christian funerals. But by faith we wait, hope, 

and fully expect to be raised in the resurrection to eternal life, to be present at the great feast of 

salvation. In Christ, the enemy, death itself, has been transformed for us by God now to be but 

His divine remedy, freeing us from sin and eternal death. Therefore, by faith in Christ we no 

longer need to fear death but rather can see it as a peaceful sleep from which we are promised to 

be awakened to eternal life and the wedding feast of the Lamb in His kingdom. 
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Our Worship to The Lord 

Saturday 5:00 pm  

Worship:         Booklets 

Hymns:            #12   This Is the Day 

                        #18   Seek Ye First 

                                 Rejoice in the Lord Always 

                        #32   Jesus Loves Me 

                        #22   Sanctuary 

Sunday 10:30 am  

Worship:         Booklets 

Hymns:            #12   This Is the Day 

                        #18   Seek Ye First 

                                 Rejoice in the Lord Always 

                        #32   Jesus Loves Me 

                        #22   Sanctuary 


