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The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany
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Welcome

Welcome! We’re so glad you’re here for worship today. Our prayer is that you
experience God’s presence in a meaningful way. Take a moment to greet
someone nearby — we’re a family in Christ, and we’re grateful you’re part of
this gathering.

Prayer Before Worship

Lord, teach me to walk in kindness this month and beyond. May my actions
reflect Your love, and may others see Your heart through mine. “Be kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you” (Ephesians 4:32, ESV).

The Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers are given in honor of the officers of Zion Lutheran Church.

Eternal Light

The Eternal Light is lit by Joe and Shirley Barillaro in loving memory of
Joe’s parents, Joe and Marilyn Barillaro.

Theme: “Blessed Indeed”

Many of the words that we use on a regular basis in our
worship have a rich and meaningful history that is often not
well known. The word blessed or blessing used in the litur-
gy and hymns of the church is derived from the Old English
word bloedsian, “to make something sacred.” This word,
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traced further back to an ancient Germanic dialect, original-

ly meant “to make sacred in marking with blood.” That M

meaningful linkage is well reflected in the eighteenth- MATTHEW 512
century hymn text by English clergyman Joseph Hum-

phreys, which begins: “Blest the children of our God, They

are bought with Christ’s own blood; They are ransomed

from the grave, Life eternal they will have” (LW 370:1). In

his poetic text, Humphreys echoes 1 John, where we read: “But if we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin” (1:7). We are blessed though the blood of Jesus to be the children
of God! As we pray with hymnwriter Humphreys: “With them numbered may we be here
and in eternity!” (LW 370:1).

x + + + + 4+ + 4+ + 4+ + + + + + + + 4
Our Worship to The Lord

Saturday 4:00 pm

Worship: Page 203, Holy Communion

Hymn of the Day: #932 “Jesus Sat with His Disciples”
Closing Hymn: #837 “Lift High the Cross”
Sunday 10:30 am

Worship: Page 203, Holy Communion

Hymn of the Day: #932 “Jesus Sat with His Disciples”
Closing Hymn: #837 “Lift High the Cross”



